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Struggles for environmental commons are often framed as “resource conflicts” in the
literature. This framing of non-human/environmental entities as resources, though, is
increasingly challenged by the “already existing” (Thomas 2015) relational ontologies and
ethical practices of indigenous and/or rural communities, and by their grassroots
environmental struggles that reflect those ontologies and practices. Based on an
ethnographical research on local community struggles against run-of-river hydroelectrical
power plants (HEPPs) in the East Black Sea Region of Turkey, this paper aims to
demonstrate the limitation of the “resource” frame in explaining the grievances of
environmentally dispossessed communities and their motivations to fight against it. Doing
so, I will discuss how and why rivers are more than “natural resources” for the rural
communities of the region maintaining non-human life and entities as integral not only to
the umwelt (environment, surroundings), but also to the lebenswelt (lifeworld). By
connecting phenomenology with ecological thought the paper underscores the constitutive
role of non-human beings in the making of sociality, identity and embodied subjectivity.
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